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This presentation will discuss a short 
passage from Ibn Khurradadbih’s 
geographical treatise in light of the 
political geography of the first Sasanian 
King of Kings. It will explore the 
possible content and organization of the 
lost Sasanian Gâhnâmag (Book of 
Thrones) and suggest that Ibn 
Khurdâdhbih’s passage may have been 
derived from this text. By including 
numismatic and archaeological 
evidence, the presentation will make 
conclusions about the early Sasanian 
rule and issues such ad the length of 
Kushan-Sasanian rule.

Ibn Khurdâdhbih's "Books on Roads and Kingdoms" 
17-18, and the Sasanian "Book of Thrones"

Dr. Pavel Lurje is a research fellow and curator 
at the State Hermitage Museum in St. 
Petersburg. He earned his PhD in Iranian 
languages from Saint Petersburg State 
University in 2004, focusing on Sogdian 
toponymy. From 2004 to 2009, he was a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, culminating in the Dictionary of 
Sogdian Proper Names (2010).

Since 2010, he has led the Hermitage’s 
Panjakent archaeological expedition in 
Tajikistan and, since 2020, the Central Iranian 
archaeological expedition. His multidisciplinary 
approach combines written sources, 
archaeology, and related fields to illuminate 
pre-Islamic and early Islamic Central Asia.
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